
 

In December 1940 a riot ensued as crowds clamored to 

break open the locks of air-raid as the police, under orders 

to keep the shelters closed, baton-charged the anxious 

multitude. Later, a protest meeting was held. A resolution 

was passed condemning police violence and calling for all 

shelters, both public and private, to be kept open. 

Portsmouth's  

Radical  

History 

 

In 1867 around 300 prostitutes 

marched to Grand Parade and 

pelted policemen with stones to 

protest the shutting down of brothels 

Battle of Southsea Following attempts to restrict 

free access to the land around the pier in 1874 a 

four day battle took place here to keep this open 

patch of land public and thanks to the public 

rebellion, it was.  

In 1747 

Hannah Snell 

disguised 

herself as a 

male and 

joined the 

Marine's. She 

was later 

discovered but 

given an 

honorable 

discharge and 

awarded a 

lifelong 

pension.  

2 Kent road was the HQ for the 

Portsmouth branch of National 

Union of Women's Suffrage 

Societies (NUWSS) 

In March 1938, 5,000 local 

antifascists protested 

outside a fascist British 

Union meeting where 

Oswald Mosley was 

speaking. The next year in 

August an attempt by the 

British Union to hold a street 

meeting outside dockyard 

gates ended up with locals 

destroying the speakers 

platform and giving their 

members a smack.  

Bishop Adam Molyens 

was stabbed and thrown 

over the Hot Walls in 1450 

which led Portsmouth to be 

Excommunicated. Reasons 

given for his killing ranging 

from unpopular taxes to 

fund the war in France as 

well as his failure to page 

sailors wages owed.  

Hertha Ayrton who went 

on to be one of the first 

female students at 

Cambridge and a 

distinguished Inventor 

and scientist was born at 

2 Queen Street to a 

polish watchmaker.  

The Town Hall (now known as the 

Guildhall) has been a hub for political 

meetings and rally's for over a hundred 

years.  Christabel Pankhurst spoke at a 

meeting here and over two thousand 

people spilled out onto the steps outside.  

150 boys and 

girls from two 

council schools 

went on strike 

in September 

1911 and they 

paraded the 

streets 

recruiting other 

children.  


